
1       The Franklin Square Public Office 

The Franklin Square complex comprises nearly 7 000m2 in floor space, but of this only 3 629m2 

is usable as office area, with a further 1 465m2 of circulation space providing a total net lettable 

area of 5 094m2.  

Prominent features include the Supreme Court room and chambers; the Executive Council 

chambers; original ironwork balustrades; original stonework fireplaces; vaults and 

strongrooms; pressed metal ceilings; and original sash windows and glass panes. In addition to 

these features, a large number of rooms throughout the complex contain or exhibit features 

that attract heritage protection. 

The Franklin Square office complex has the appearance of comprising one large building, with 

frontages onto Murray Street, Macquarie Street and Franklin Square, and a smaller building 

that is bounded by Davey Street. The complex, in fact, comprises eight buildings constructed 

between 1830 and 1940 (see diagram), with several extensions, surrounding an internal 

courtyard. 

The initial construction was the 1830 Court House (Building A). This was followed by the 

Police and Convict Office (Building B), designed between 1833 and 1835, and completed in 

1838. Public Offices (Building D), fronting onto Murray Street between the Court House and 

the Police and Convict Office, were constructed between 1840 and 1842. The Department 

of Treasury and Finance has occupied part or all of Building D since its construction.  

Buildings A, B, C and D were principally designed by John Lee Archer, who was the Civil 

Engineer and Colonial Architect from 1827 to 1838, and was responsible for many iconic 

Hobart buildings from that period. 

A further Court House building was constructed and occupied in 1860 (Building E), facing 

Macquarie Street and Franklin Square. Building A was then refurbished to accommodate the 

General Post Office and Building F was also constructed to provide additional public offices. 

Additional Public Offices (Building G) that adjoin the 1860 Court House were completed 

in 1887, commonly referred to as the Executive Building. Building G has had continuous 

association with Tasmania’s Executive Government since its construction, housing the 

Executive Council chamber and Governor’s offices, the Premier’s department and ministerial 

offices at various times. 

Building F was demolished and replaced in 1914, together with an extension at the rear of 

Building B, and Building G to house the Law Library (Buildings I and J in the diagram). 

While the main complex has been constructed as a complex of six distinct, but adjoining 

buildings, subsequent refurbishments have removed the separating walls internally. Due to the 

sloping nature of the site, this has necessitated the construction of internal ramps between 

Buildings A through to D, as the floors of these buildings do not align. 

The smaller building complex adjoining Davey Street was first constructed in 1894 for the 

storage of land title deeds (Building H). Additional buildings were constructed by the Hydro 
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Electric Commission in 1940 (Building K) in proximity to the sub-station on the corner of 

Murray and Davey Streets, and the Deeds Building was further extended in 1957 (Building L). 

Current occupants of the complex include the Office of the Tasmanian Economic Regulator 

(top floor of Building F), the Office of the Hon Rene Hidding MP (first floor of Building G), 

the Government’s Courier Service (basement level of Building G) and the Department of 

Treasury and Finance (the remainder of the complex). The complex accommodates 

approximately 210 personnel.   

Timeline 

A 1823-24 Two-storey Supreme Court of Tasmania built.  Major alterations occurred 
in 1860-62, when it became the Post Office, and in 1906 when it became 
the Tourist Bureau. 

B 1835-36 Police and Convict Offices built. 

C 1837 Two-storey addition to the Supreme Court completed. 

D 1840-42 Three-storey Public Offices in Murray Street built. 

E 1858-60 The new two-storey Supreme Court built.  In 1914-16, a third storey was 
added. 

F 1858-60 Two-storey Macquarie Street Public Offices built between the old and 
new Supreme Court buildings.  This building was demolished in 1914 and 
replaced by a four-storey building completed in 1916. 

G 1884-87 Three-storey Executive Building built. 

H 1894 One-storey Deeds Building completed. 

I 1914 The three-storey rear section of the Police and Convict Building (B) 
rebuilt as two storeys, using sandstone from the Macquarie Street Offices 
(F) demolished in 1914. 

J 1935 Two-storey addition to the Executive Building (G) completed to house 
the Law Library. 

K 1940 Hydro-Electric Commission substation built. 
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