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Dear Mr Partridge, 

I am taking this opportunity to make a submission into the Liquor and Gaming Commission on its 
new initiative to introduce a public interest test to help establish whether 'on balance’ an individual Electric 
Gaming Machine (EGM) license will be in the interest of a community - or the broader Tasmanian 
community. 

Firstly, I would like to commend the Government on potentially introducing the new test to give our local 
communities a greater voice in determining the future location of EGMs in their areas. I would suggest that 
your discussion paper defines what a EGM is within the document.  

I strongly support the Government introducing greater competition into the Tasmanian gambling market 
whereby other responsible entities can enter the market providing they meet strict Government standards 
and community tests. I am strongly opposed to the Federal Group (Wrest Point) holding the exclusive 
rights in the Tasmanian market. I am particularly opposed to the Federal Group aiming to secure a new 
monopoly deal with the Government beyond 2023 - and particularly regarding exclusive gaming rights. 

I am opposed to EMGs in Tasmania and consider that while they produce significant profits for one entity - 
the Federal Group - they cause immeasurable social damage to individuals with a gambling habit. Damage 
can also be caused to these peoples’ families as they struggle to make ends meet and the wider community 
who are asked to assist in rebuilding these peoples’ lives.  

In this regard: 

 I support the Government undertaking independent polling that it paid for by the applicant to ask 
the community if it wants more EGMs in Tasmania. 

 I support the Government conducting independent research to determine the extent of EMGs in 
Tasmania, where they are located, whether they are in areas where social disadvantage exists and 
whether the patrons using the EGM reside in more distant socially disadvantaged areas (i.e. are not 
residents of the community where the EGMs are installed).  

 I support the Government regulating where EGMs are located, and how many machines are 
permitted, to ensure that disadvantaged communities are not further disadvantaged and ‘lured’ into 
gambling. 

 The test should also be required for the renewal of gambling licenses and every applicant should be 
required to establish that their gaming operations are not causing individuals, their families, and the 
broader community further disadvantage. 

 I support each community having a ‘real’ say on whether they want gambling to continue at current 
levels or not. 

 I support the Tasmanian gambling industry not being held by a monopoly organisation. 
 I support licenses being issued to entities that can establish socially responsible practices to protect 

their clients, their families and the broader community. In this regard, I support applicants being 
required to complete a community interest submission to accompany every application. 
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 I do not support the applicant having the discretion to define the area they will include in 
their community interest submission that supports their application - this ought to 
be independently determined. 

 On face value, and without enough evidence to make an informed decision, a community interest 
submission based on the LGA area might be the appropriate area to use to determine the views of 
a community in Tasmania. 

In terms of the discussion paper, it would be useful for the Liquor and Gaming Commission to conduct 
some independent research to inform the community about what aspects might be appropriate for 
Tasmania - and I acknowledge that this may be the next step in the Commission’s/Government’s 
community consultation process. 

Thank you for the opportunity to make a submission. 

Yours sincerely, 

Dr Liza Fallon 

 

 
 

   

   




