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Dear Mr Partridge 

This letter and attachment constitute a submission to the public consultation process 

regarding matters to be prescribed in regulations for use under the community 
interest test provisions of the Gaming Control Act 1993. 

For many years I have been acutely aware of the harmful impact modern poker 
machines have on the people of Tasmania. The personal stories are heartbreaking -
bankruptcy, theft, deception, jail, broken families and suicides. It is for this reason 
that I welcome the introduction of a Community Interest Test for applications for a 
Licensed Premises Gaming Licence. 

I consider the need for such a test to be long overdue. The community desperately 
wants, and deserves, the introduction of a Community Interest Test because for too 

long the community's needs and interests have been ignored. 

The devastation caused by poker machines has been reported on in great detail, for 
example in the landmark 2010 Productivity Commission Inquiry Report into 
Gambling, the First Report of the Parliamentary Joint Select Committee on Gambling 
Reform, and the independent Social and Economic Impact Studies of Gambling in 
Tasmania. Sadly, so much of this research appears to have been ignored by 
governments and regulators. 

I note that the discussion paper concerning the Community Interest Test, which was 
released by the Tasmanian Liquor and Gaming Commission, identified the need for 
stakeholder engagement. While this is commendable and necessary, I have long 

maintained that we need to be careful how we define a stakeholder. In truth, every 
single person living in a community where poker machines may be introduced is a 
stakeholder, and all their views must be considered. That's because you don't need 
to use the machines to be adversely affected by their presence in your community 
The harm caused by this dangerous product affects us all. 
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To most effectively understand community attitudes I believe the Community 

Interest Test needs to be based on independent opinion polling - paid for by the 

applicant - which simply asks a community if it wants poker machines. The polling 

question needs to be simple in order to be easily understood. 

I also believe the number of machines currently in an area, as well as the levels of 

social disadvantage in that community, must be considered when assessing whether 

an application is in the interests of a community. Poker machines consume 

significant funds which would otherwise be spent in more productive areas of the 

community. Tasmanians currently lose close to $200 million on these machines, 40 

per cent of which comes from gambling addicts. 

Finally, I strongly believe that the new test should be applied, not only to new 

applicants, but also to any application to renew a poker machine license. This will 

ensure that the level of gambling in a community is regularly adjusted to reflect 

present community attitudes. 

It is high time that the views of ordinary Tasmanians are heard when it comes to this 

dangerous and deadly product. Please see attached for a summary of the 

requirements that must be met for an application to satisfactorily meet the 

community interest test. 

Yours sincerely 

Andrew Willkie MP 

Independent Member for Denison 



Attachment 

Andrew Wilkie MP 

The Community Interest Test 

The Commissioner must be satisfied that there will be a net community benefit 
before granting approval for a new gaming machine licence, or the renewal of an 
existing licence. In determining net community benefit the Commissioner must seek 
written submissions in addition to holding open hearings and community forums. 
Any person or organisation may make a submission or appear at a hearing or forum. 

The applicant must submit to the Commissioner a written report that establishes the 
application's net community benefit. The report must demonstrate (but not 
necessarily be limited to) the following: 

• That the majority of the local community have no objection to the proposal. 
This must be supp_orted by an opinion poll that is professionally and 
independently designed and conducted, and seeks to gauge the majority view 
of local residents and businesses. (The survey area is to be defined and 
justified depending on the location but must be broadly interpreted.) 

• That there are no net negative social impacts on the area or the State, as 
shown by a professional and independent report. The report must consider 
the area's Socio�Economic Indexes for Areas score and the area's average 
income. It must also consider the number of poker machines already 
operating in the area; the potential harm to players, their families, their work 
places and their friends; community lifestyle and recreation impacts; the effect 
on local businesses; the impact on the Tasmanian health system; and the 
impact on social and community service providers. 

• That there are no net negative economic impacts on the area or the State, as 
shown by a professional independent report. The report must consider the 
economic costs to the community of problem gambling, reflecting the 
methodology set out in the 2011 Social and Economic Impact Study of 
Gambling in Tasmania. 

• That effective harm minimisation measures will be implemented, including 
but not necessarily limited to the best-practice measures set out in the 
Productivity Commission's 2010 report including $1 maximum bets per spin. 

• That the applicant has consulted adequately, at least with the following: local 
government; local community groups; Members of the Federal and State 
Parliaments whose electorates are affected; all Tasmanian Senators; NGOs 
that have an interest in social outcomes, gaming control and problem 
gambling; affected business and industry; and Tasmania Police. 


