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Community Interest Submission 

Community Interest Submission 

The vast majority of people who are regular hotel customers and EGM players are not directly 

represented by any of the community organisations on page 7 of the discussion paper. 

Accordingly, with a view to achieving a professional approach to EGM licencing we propose as 

follows:-

1. There should be a standard application form/procedure for any new venue seeking to 

operate gaming machines. 

2. We are not in favour of applicants having to put forward Social Impact Assessment (SIA) 

documents. Evidence in other jurisdictions and in other areas demonstrates that they are 

very qualitative and subjective, and factual data is not clearly compared, with considerable 

difficulty and expense in obtaining what is not necessarily of benefit to an official obliged to 

make an assessment about what is appropriate for a community. Subjective assessment by 

the official is not desirable, and thus fixed and certain criteria are more beneficial. 

The official obliged to undertake the assessment should procure the objective data, to 

ensure integrity and regular and recurrent clarity and comparability of material collected, 
thus avoiding subjective material being added and making the assessment more difficult or 

at risk of lack of cohesion and internal consistency. 

3. Applicants should not be required to consult directly with any community organisations nor 

fund any survey or public consultation as has been mooted. 

4. There should be an independent review and report carried out by a licensed organisation 

with specialist skills in such assessments. 

5. Community members should be allowed the opportunity to make submissions on the 

application, but they should be made to the relevant Council to assist with their response to 

the application. 

Community Interest Matters 

We support the use of SEIFA scores as an adequate summary of the demographics of an area. 

Business. lndustrv and Gaming Sensitive Sites Profile 

We support the inclusion of this information (located within one kilometre of the proposed venue). 

Site Profile 

Supported 

Social and Economic Impacts 

Supported- (one kilometre). 



Conclusion 

With so many factors to be considered we feel it would be far preferable for a score system to be 

adopted to make the decision making process far less subjective and much more transparent. 

The recent Select Committee hearing into EGM's in Tasmania and the Glenorchy City Council's 

sponsored 'anti-pokies" meeting showed the complete lack of interest by most residents in relation 

to gaming machines. 

For any future licensing application the Commission is likely to be swamped by "objections" from a 

very small but highly vocal group of anti-pokies people, and the application process needs to 

recognise this fact. 

We do not support open hearings as they become simply opportunities for grandstanding by lobby 

groups, lacking discipline and consistency, and more emotive processes. Whereas submitting 

relevant information by paper (or pdf) and opportunity for each party or submitter to comment on 

the others, should suffice to get relevant information in before the determining official, and to have 

it tested. 

We feel community forums are not favoured: again, it will become an opportunity for undisciplined 

and general debate but likely to be largely irrelevant to immediate weighing up of the particular 

application against a blended community interest test which already has decided the balance 

between the pros and cons of gaming (i.e the benefits of employment and establishment and 

refurbishment of premises, and contribution to economic activity, and contribution to freedom of 

activity of members of the community - compared with the adverse impact of harm associated with 

gaming). 

We propose that social factors and economic factors each receive a score out of say 50 with an 

application being successful if a total score of at least 50 out of 100 is achieved. 

Within the social and economic sections there would be a series of scores on specific items in order 

to arrive at a total score out of 50. 

The above approach would be far more preferable than an "on balance" decision that may well be 

swayed by emotional or personal opinions not representative of the facts. 

Transfer of Existing Licences 

We are strongly of the opinion that existing venues should be allowed to relocate within their L.G.A. 

without passing any Community Interest Test. 

The Treasurer stated that existing venues would not be impacted by changes announced on 16'h 

March 2016 and therefore we feel it totally appropriate that existing venues are free to move 

location subject to tests that currently apply. 


