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To the Director: 

Response to Gaming Control Act 1993  
Community Interest Test Relevant Matters - Discussion Paper 

Having read the paper I would make the following comments, based on nearly 50 years experience 
teaching in schools, 30 of which were as the principal of the local school in a diverse range of 
Tasmanian communities. 

I was able to observe at first hand, the effects of the rise of various forms of gaming on families, 
especially on many of the children I taught. I have been unable to discern any benefits to any one 
other than to the owners and operators of poker machines and the like. 

Accordingly, to minimise ongoing harm to the entire community, it is my view that NO new or 
additional licences should be given. Furthermore we should embark on a program of gradual 
reduction and phasing out of poker machines especially, and gaming in general. 

Should this be considered to be too extreme, we should poll the community to see what the consensus 
is whenever a licence is being sought. The community can be defined as the target market for those 
seeking to offer gambling. 

Should there be sufficient community support for some forms of gambling then centralising them in a 
small number of highly controlled environments like the casino should be the preferred 
option.  Support must not be determined by those with a vested interest in profit making, but in a 
wide ranging public poll of all constituents. 

Lucrative licences should be let by open public tender and profit distributions carefully monitored, 
regulated and transparent. 

There is much more that could be said, but suffice it to say that I believe I am but one of a large 
number of Tasmanians that are totally opposed to the high levels of gaming outlets in the State. Not 
only is the cost to the State too high in terms of hidden health and social services, but the personal 
misery inflicted, often on innocent spouses (mostly wives) and children is not moving us towards the 
kind of caring and positive community we should be aiming to be. 

Thank you for the opportunity of airing my views, 

Sincerely, 
Gundars Simsons 




