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Attention Mr Greg Partridge. 
 
Dear Mr Partridge, 
 
I have attached a short submission in response to the above discussion paper. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
Mrs Catherine Dallas 



SUBMISSION IN RESPONSE TO DISCUSSION PAPER ON COMMUNITY INTEREST TEST RELEVANT 

MATTERS 

I believe that applicants should have to consult with local government, local community groups, 

support entities such Anglicare, and Tasmania Police. At least six weeks should be allowed for 

responses. 

Open hearings are a good idea if well publicised. 

Andrew Wilkie’s call for independent polling paid for the applicant is a good idea considering that 

the community will bear the costs, both financial and psychological, of problem gambling arising 

from proliferation of venues. By now, there is no further need to establish that such costs to the 

community do arise. 

I do not believe that LGAs are a sufficiently wide area. People from out of the respective LGAs go to 

Glenorchy and Wrest Point. If there is gambling, problem gamblers are attracted to it. The 

Commisssion may use LGAs for expediency but that ignores the wider problem. 

A Tasmanian community interest model should definitely take into account all the demographic data 

discussed in the paper. Further, such data combined with the outcomes of the introduction of 

further gambling venues should be used eventually for nation- wide reviews of all matters associated 

with gambling. Further proliferation of such venues should not occur without full public recognition 

of any effects. 

Certainly, problem gamblers should not have easy access to credit facilities. I have personally 

experienced a case where a woman of my acquaintance was forced to visit me and other women 

seeking loans to pay back money stolen by her partner from his place of work to continue a gambling 

spree in the belief that he would win it back in time to replace it. If the theft were discovered he 

would have lost his job.  We lent the little bits of money we could afford to preserve the family’s 

income from the man’s work for the sake of the whole family including a child, but this occurrence 

showed me how gambling could control the actions of a normally stable person, to make them seek 

further funds ignoring any consequences. 

Given the documented financial loss to the community from gambling, it must be difficult for the 

Commission to determine if there is a net gain from allowing further proliferation of gambling 

venues. Healthcare providers, Tascoss, Anglicare and others might estimate the human cost as 

greater than the value of dollars in the pockets of Government and gambling providers. As for 

employment, I would not want a job in a gambling venue as a matter of conscience after what I have 

heard and seen. This kind of revenue and job generation is tainted.  

 Any community interest test must take into account the growing community unease and concern 

about the growth of not only poker machines but gambling in sport. Let’s lift the bar for the sake of 

the next generation. 
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