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Submission regarding the community interest test for poker machines 

I am writing to express my deep concern regarding the proliferation of poker machines in Tasmania 
especially in socially disadvantaged areas and the need to improve the means of licensing them. 

The Northern suburbs suffer significant socio-economic disadvantage yet have one of the highest 
concentrations of poker machines in Tasmania.  As an Anglican minister, teacher and long-term resident of 
Claremont I have witnessed the damage that the proliferation of easy access to poker machines has 
caused.  Children have been deprived of appropriate care as an addicted parent gambles away savings, 
wage or government benefits. Families, businesses and communities suffer greatly. Whilst there are 
responsible gamblers, there are already more than sufficient locations for them to access machines. Ease 
of access encourages and feeds problem gamblers. Increased gambling results in intergenerational 
poverty.  

Poker machines are short-sighted profiteering. Our community/government/society pay a high price 
ultimately.  

As David Walsh, a professional gambler, has stated in 2015 "Insidious is the word I use... the companies 
that design these pokies machines design them in a way that maximises the psychological reinforcement, 
it's not about the thrill of winning it's about being in a zone and having the world close out to you….The 
correlation between poker machines and low income earning areas seems to be positive and it clearly 
should be negative." 

I ask that the Commission’s Community Interest Test include the following:  

         the opportunity for communities to have a say as to whether they are satisfied with current levels of 
licences (or not) when venues seek renewals.   

         The existing number of machines and level of social disadvantage already in an area be considered when 
making a determination on applications for additional machines 

         That the community be polled, independently but at the applicant’s expense, when applying for more poker 
machines  

 Thank you for your consideration 

Christina M Campton 

 

 

  

  




