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In this data release, a dwelling unit refers to a 
self-contained suite of rooms, including cooking and 
bathing facilities, intended for long-term residential 
use but not within buildings offering temporary 
accommodation (such as motels, hostels and holiday 
apartments) or institutional care (such as hospitals). 
A building refers to a fixed, permanent structure 
intended to house people, plant machinery, vehicles, 
goods or livestock. 

Building approvals data presented in this release are 
collected using a census and as such the data are not 
subject to sampling error. However, issues such as 
coverage of reporting authorities and completeness 
and timeliness of reporting, as well as the quality of 
the data reported, do exist. 

Dwelling approvals  

The trend number of Tasmanian dwelling unit 
approvals in November 2025 was estimated to have 
increased by 0.5 per cent (or one approval) from the 
previous month, and was up 10.8 per cent compared 
to one year earlier. Nationally, the estimated 
number of dwelling approvals increased by 
0.5 per cent compared with the previous month, 
and was up 7.1 per cent compared with a year earlier 
(Table 1). 

In Tasmania, the number of dwelling approvals 
trended upwards from mid-2020 to mid-2021. The 
reduced level of building approvals seen since this 
period may be due, in part, to the conclusion of the 
Federal and State housing stimulus measures, which 
had been supporting high levels of building approvals 
(Chart 1). 

Residential building approvals 

From mid-2017, the estimated year-average nominal 
value of residential building approvals increased 
strongly in Tasmania, reaching a series high in the 
year to August 2021 (Chart 2). While the series has 
fallen since this time, it remains higher than the 
pre-COVID level. 

In Tasmania, the nominal value of residential building 
approvals in the year to November 2025 was 
0.6 per cent higher than the level one year earlier. 

 

 

Table 1: Growth in number of dwelling unit 
approvals by jurisdiction, November 2025, trend 
data 

Trend data % change from         

previous month

% change from         

previous year

NSW -0.6 13.3

Vic 1.8 -1.4

Qld 0.0 7.9

SA 1.2 5.4

WA 2.1 6.4

Tas 0.5 10.8

NT 4.9 48.8

ACT -7.7 129.6

Aus 0.5 7.1
 

SOURCE: BUILDING APPROVALS, ABS CAT NO 8731.0: TABLES 6, 7  
 

Chart 1: Number of dwelling unit approvals, 
Tasmania and Australia, trend data 
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SOURCE: BUILDING APPROVALS, ABS CAT NO 8731.0: TABLES 6, 7     

Chart 2: Value of residential building approvals, 
Tasmania and Australia, nominal original data 
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Nationally, the nominal value of residential building 
approvals increased by 18.2 per cent in the same 
period. 

Non-residential building approvals 

In the year to November 2025, the value of 
Tasmanian non-residential building approvals 
increased by 7.0 per cent compared with the previous 

year. This increase was primarily due to increases in 
short-term accommodation buildings, 
entertainment and recreation buildings, and retail 
and wholesale trade buildings. 

Nationally, the value of non-residential building 
approvals was estimated to be 27.9 per cent above 
the level recorded in the previous year. 

Chart 3: Value of non-residential building 
approvals, Tasmania and Australia, nominal 
original data 
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Table 2: Dwelling approvals and building approvals, Tasmania and Australia  

Nov 24 Sep 25 Oct 25 Nov 25 Nov 24 Sep 25 Oct 25 Nov 25

Dwelling Approvals (number)

Trend  195  213  215  216 15 433 16 322 16 445 16 535

% change from previous month -1.5 2.9 0.9 0.5 0.8 0.6 0.8 0.5

% change from 12 months before -5.3 7.6 8.6 10.8 12.4 7.9 7.4 7.1

Seasonally Adjusted  196  244  207  195 15 317 17 026 15 982 18 406

% change from previous month -5.8 14.6 -15.2 -5.8 -5.2 11.4 -6.1 15.2

% change from 12 months before 3.7 25.8 -0.5 -0.5 5.9 15.1 -1.1 20.2

Original

Total year to 2 445 2 424 2 415 2 408 171 429 192 392 191 610 194 164

Annual % change -12.8 -0.2 -1.2 -1.5 2.2 14.1 11.8 13.3

Public Sector, original 

Total year to 47 79 83 85 3 974 4 934 4 675 4 444

Annual % change -59.5 43.6 50.9 80.9 43.8 58.6 35.4 11.8

Private Sector, original 

Total year to 2 398 2 345 2 332 2 323 167 455 187 458 186 935 189 720

Annual % change -10.8 -1.3 -2.4 -3.1 1.5 13.3 11.3 13.3

Building Approvals ($million, nominal original)

Total Value 

Total year to 2 215 2 332 2 280 2 293 161 379 191 243 193 605 197 001

Annual % change -3.4 8.0 1.4 3.5 -0.8 19.9 20.8 22.1

Residential Value 

Total year to 1 206 1 213 1 206 1 213 96 783 111 399 111 880 114 384

Annual % change -5.6 1.8 -1.1 0.6 9.2 17.6 16.2 18.2

Non-Residential Value

Total year to 1 009 1 119 1 075 1 080 64 596 79 844 81 725 82 617

Annual % change -0.5 15.5 4.4 7.0 -12.7 23.1 27.9 27.9

Tasmania Australia

 
SOURCE: BUILDING APPROVALS, ABS CAT NO 8731.0: TABLES 6, 7, 11, 17, 42, 48 
This Data Release is not to be reproduced or altered without the permission of the Economic Policy Branch. 
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