Sporting Club Guidelines

These guidelines have been developed to assist clubs on what to consider and expect when
applying to sell liquor, and whether a licence or permit is suitable.

Club permit - A special permit is a temporary authority to sell liquor at the premises of a
sporting club. These permits are typically issued to cover a limited number of hours in a week
such as on game days and after training sessions.

Club licence - A club liguor licence is a permanent authority held at the premises of a sporting
club year-round and allows the sale of liquor between 5am and midnight each day.

Principles for liquor authorities

The Commissioner for Licensing has two major principles when considering liquor authorities.

Principle 1: Permits should not be used when the correct authority is a licence.

In relation to sporting clubs, a licence is appropriate to allow the sale of liquor year-round on an
ongoing basis

A permit is appropriate when liquor is being sold for limited hours and/or days. A permit is also
appropriate when there are other factors related to the premises that limit the ability for a licence
to be issued, such as restrictions imposed by Council, restrictions imposed by the lease, or the
premises is a shared facility.

Applicants are encouraged to contact the Branch if it is unclear whether a permit is appropriate.

Principle 2: Authorities can cover multiple areas at the premises.

A club permit or licence can allow multiple areas for the sale and consumption of liquor, on the
same premises site.

This means that multiple buildings, outdoor areas, or occasionally used structures can be
included under one licence or permit, provided it is within the confines of the overall premises
site and can be adequately defined when in use as a sales point.
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Nominated hours

Club permit - There is no restriction on the number of hours that may be authorised on a club
permit.

Club licence - A club licence authorises the sale of liquor between 5am to midnight daily.

A club permit tends to be more suitable and cost effective if your club intends to sell liquor for up
to 15-25 hours per week. These hours are a guide only and if you are seeking more hours, you
should speak to us about whether a licence may be the appropriate authority for your intentions
and activities.

If applying for a club permit, nominate hours that will cover all your club activities including
games for every team, training sessions, post-training, sporting events, post-game functions
and any other activity the club undertakes at the premises. The club permit will authorise the
range of hours required in any given week, accommodating any home and away hours for the
duration of the permit.

Can bars and other sale points on site

The Commissioner intends for all sale and consumption areas at your premises and all club
related activities to be covered under one club permit or licence.

You should not need a separate special permit for any area unless there is an unforeseen
change that occurs after the permit or licence has been issued, and the activities now fall
outside the hours or areas authorised.

Shared premises

The Commissioner will not allow the sale of liquor by different people, at the same premises, at
the same time. When a permit or licence is in place, it must be clear who is responsible, and
there can be no overlap by other liquor authorities held by another person.

For example, if a premises is shared by a cricket club nearing the end of their season and an
AFL Rules club starting preseason, both clubs can hold a club permit, but they must be held at
different days and/or times.

Authorities also cannot be held in shared areas on the premises at the same time, as this may
cause confusion as to who is responsible for patrons.
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Wet areas

The Commissioner has the below guidelines for wet areas to ensure they can be effectively
managed by clubs:

e Barriers: Clearly define the wet area with visible barriers. Permanent structures may be
suitable for regular use.

e Access Points: Mark entry/exit points with signage. Ensure they are wide enough to
monitor patron movement and prevent liquor from being removed.

e Capacity: Size the wet area appropriately to reduce the risk of overcrowding.

e Location: Position the wet area near liquor sales points and ensure it does not block
access to other facilities people use, such as toilets or the clubrooms.

e Security: Have adequate crowd supervision to ensure effective and safe management of
patrons in the wet area. This may include licensed crowd controllers.

People under the age of 18

There are generally no restrictions on people under the age of 18 entering and being on site at
a sporting club. Clubs should consider how young people are exposed to alcohol at their club
and whether the club needs to put additional measures in place to keep young people safe.

Clubs should consider implementing additional control measures to reduce negative behaviours
resulting from alcohol consumption and ensure alcohol consumption is not seen as a normal
part of playing sport.

Clubs can enforce additional control measures using an alcohol management plan and should
make behavioural expectations known to all at the club.

Good Sports accreditation

The Commissioner requires AFL Rules sporting clubs to be Good Sports accredited and to have
an alcohol management plan or policy. All other sporting clubs are encouraged to do the same,
however it is not a requirement. The requirement to be Good Sports accredited and hold an
alcohol management plan, ensures the club has additional resources and tools to effectively
manage the sale and consumption of liquor at its premises.

All clubs are encouraged to use the resources available through Good Sports to strengthen your
club policies and practices around alcohol consumption.
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Club permit conditions

The following conditions are standard, which you can expect on a club permit.

1. The sale and consumption of liquor is restricted to the area/s marked in red on the
attached plan.

2. The sale and consumption of liquor in outdoor areas located within the area marked in
red referred to in condition 1 must only occur during a club hosted sporting event.

3. Any outdoor area authorised under this permit must:
a. be located adjacent to a liquor sales point; and

b. be clearly defined with appropriate physical barriers around the perimeter to
delineate the area where liqguor may be consumed.

4. All persons serving liquor must be Responsible Service of Alcohol (RSA) accredited.

5. A copy of each server’s RSA certificate must be kept on the permit premises and
provided to a police officer or an authorized officer under the Liquor Licensing Act 1990
upon request.

6. All sales points must display the Commissioner for Licensing’s ‘Prove It’ and ‘Fine Time’
signs.

7. A police officer or an authorized officer under the Liquor Licensing Act 1990 may direct
that the sale of liquor cease for any period if matters of public concern arise.

Please note that the Commissioner for Licensing may impose further conditions on your permit
that are specific to your particular situation.

Page 4 of 4

= ¢
Liquor and Gaming Branch ~ 7]
Phone: (03) 6166 4040 P~
Email: licensing@treasury.tas.gov.au Website: www.treasury.tas.gov.au Tasmanian

Government


mailto:licensing@treasury.tas.gov.au
http://www.treasury.tas.gov.au/

