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This Instruction was previously known as Treasurer’s Instruction No 210 – Interdepartmental Payments.  

Black letter (or bold) items within these Instructions are mandatory and other plain font items are instructional or 
for the purpose of providing guidance only. 

(1) A payment made from one Agency to another Agency must be made by electronic 
means through the Government’s banker, unless special circumstances exist 
requiring payment to be made by cheque. 

(2) All inter-agency payments are due for payment at 30 days unless otherwise agreed.  
Any account unpaid after this period will incur penalty interest unless otherwise 
agreed between agencies.  Interest will be charged at the sum of the 30 day Bank Bill 
Swap Rate plus a premium rate of 4.0 per cent. 

The 30 day Bank Bill Swap Rate (BBSW), as published in the Australian Financial 
Review on the last working day of the previous month should be used to calculate interest 
for any given month. 

Agencies should attempt to resolve any dispute over an account before the expiration of 
the due date for payment. 

(3) If payment is not received within 60 days of the due date and the account is not in 
dispute, the matter should be forwarded to the Department of Treasury and 
Finance.  Treasury will deduct the amount of the debt plus accumulated penalty 
interest from the debtor agency’s Treasurer’s Expenditure Control Authority 
(TECA) and credit the amount to the TECA of the creditor agency. 

(4) Where the account is in dispute, the matter should be forwarded to the Secretary of 
the Department of Premier and Cabinet for arbitration.  If the Secretary of the 
Department of Premier and Cabinet determines that the account should be paid, the 
debtor Agency will be given a 10 day period of grace to pay the account before the 
account is forwarded to the Department of Treasury and Finance and the amount 
and accumulated penalty interest is deducted from the debtor Agency’s TECA. 

(5) The Secretary of the Department of Premier and Cabinet may determine that a 
lesser amount be paid or that no amount be paid, and the debtor Agency will 
accordingly be issued with a revised account. 
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(6) Where an account is in dispute between the Department of Treasury and Finance 
and the Department of Premier and Cabinet, the matter should be forwarded to the 
Auditor-General for arbitration and determination.  If the Auditor-General 
determines that the amount should be paid, the debtor agency will be given a 10 day 
period of grace to pay the account before the amount and accumulated penalty 
interest is deducted from the debtor Agency’s TECA. 

These arrangements reflect the protocol developed by Treasury in accordance with the 
Government’s requirement to ensure timely payment of inter-agency charges and 
invoices. 


