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Government from the Tasmanian Liquor and Gaming Branch

Branch office hours over Christmas and New Year Period

The Liquor and Gaming Branch offices and operations will close for the holiday period:
e Closing at 3pm Wednesday 24 December 2025
e Re-opening at 8:45am Friday 2 January 2026

Submitting permits for the holiday period with sufficient time

As we approach a busy time of year and the Branch closure period, applicants are reminded
to submit their permit applications with sufficient time for assessment.

If you are submitting a permit application for activities to begin in December or early January,
you should submit your application as soon as possible.

Premises trading hours over Christmas and New Year Period

Premises that hold a General, On or Club licence may trade to the following hours, on the
following days, without needing an additional permit:

e Christmas Eve - until 2am Christmas Day morning
e New Year's Eve - until 3am New Years Day morning
These hours are only authorised under the following conditions:

e No liquor is removed from the licensed premises during the hours specified in this
extension.

e Any conditions of an out-of-hours permit issued in respect of a General, On or Club
licence premises also apply during these extended hours.

This extension does not override any trading hours set by your local Council. If you have
been given restricted hours by your Council, you must contact them and seek approval to
trade during these extended hours.

Payment of quarterly gaming machines invoices - Due by 1 Jan 2026

The Commission reminds all venue licence holders operating gaming machines that the
quarterly annual fee is not direct debited from your bank account. Licence holders must
manually arrange payment of the quarterly invoices.

The invoice for the third quarter of 2025-26 was sent to venue licence holders on
4 December 2025 and must be paid by 1 January 2026.



Licensee and permit holder responsibilities — Holding copies of RSA certificates

All licensees and permit holders must hold a copy of their own responsible service of alcohol
(RSA) certificate and copies of RSA certificates for their staff or volunteers involved in the
sale or service of liquor.

It is a requirement that copies of these RSA certificates are held on-site at the licensed
premises or permit premises and must be made available to inspectors or police officers
when requested.

Copies of RSA certificates can be held physically or electronically, such as a printed copy or
a photo saved on the computer at the premises.

Liquor licensing reforms
The Tasmanian Government is reforming the Liquor Licensing Act 1990.

The current regulatory model is outdated and restrictive, making it difficult to apply to new
and evolving business models.

Modern approaches to regulation have also moved from a one size fits all approach, to an
approach informed by the risk of harm that particular businesses and events may pose.

A consultation process on the proposed liquor reforms is underway. Initial engagement
focused on key industry and community organisations, and the Government released a
public media statement on 19 November 2025 inviting broader feedback:
www.premier.tas.gov.au/latest-news/2025/november/streamlining-liquor-licensing

A fact sheet discussing the proposed reforms is available here:
www.treasury.tas.gov.au/Documents/Liquor%20reforms%20factsheet. PDF

Cease of identification document - Digital Keypass

Australia Post is updating its Digital ID service which will discontinue its digital proof of age
document, Keypass.

After January 2026, venues will no longer have access to the Digital ID service used to
electronically scan a Keypass for proof of age.

Australia Post's Digital ID app will also be discontinued and removed from the market at the
end of April 2026. Those who hold a physical Keypass can continue to use the card until it
expires.

The Branch has removed references and images of Keypass from its signage and guidelines
for licence and permit holders.

ABAC advertising guide — Alcohol and water safety

The Alcohol Beverages Advertising Code (ABAC) prevents alcohol advertising from directly
implying alcohol use before or while engaging in water-based activities like swimming or
surfing for safety reasons.

The ABAC has released the following guide to assist with compliance of advertising
requirements related to water-based activities - www.abac.org.au/wp-
content/uploads/2025/06/ABAC-Alcohol-Water-Safety-Guide-21-5-25.pdf
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