
 

 

Liquor Licensing Reforms  

Modernising and streamlining the regulation of liquor 

The Government will reform the Liquor Licensing Act 1990 and introduce a modern, 
risk-based approach to managing the harms from liquor. 

Why? 

The way that liquor is sold and the types of businesses for which liquor is a relevant 
product have changed since the Act was introduced. 

Modern approaches to regulation have moved from a one size fits all approach, to an 
approach informed by the risk of harm that particular businesses and events pose.  

Modern regulation focusses on ensuring that regulated businesses and individuals 
are well informed about their obligations and can meet those obligations without 
burdensome red-tape. 

The current legislation is cumbersome, and the licensing system built to support it is 
aging and lacks the internet-enabled, self-service user interfaces that are so much a 
part of the modern digital economy. 

What are the reforms? 

The proposed changes will make the application process for liquor licensing simpler 
for the community and the regulator and will include: 

• New licensing and permit categories, with the ability to add endorsements to 
cater for different business and community activities. 

• A new online system to allow for simpler applications and for applicants to 
track the progress of their application. 

• Modernisation of the Act to bring it up to date with current technologies and 
business models and make it flexible for future technology or businesses. 

• Considering and responding to the role that alcohol may play in contributing to 
family and domestic violence. 

Some specific changes will be: 

Risk-based approval processes - lower risk 
activities are easier to apply for and approve 
and higher risk activities get more attention 

Flexibility to amend the hours of operation of 
licences, subject to the community benefit 

Removing the restriction on who can enter and 
purchase liquor under a club licence 

Removing advertising requirements for online 
sale and low risk applications 

Allowing a licence to be amended to 
accommodate a change of location, subject to 
assessment of location suitability 

Strengthening controls on alcohol access and 
availability to address the role that alcohol may 
play in family and domestic violence  

Charging permit fees for only the number of 
days of the event  

Introducing risk-based application and licence 
fees 
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Introducing the ability to refund or reduce 
permit application fees 

Allowing licences to be held by a business 

Better aligning regulation of online sales and 
delivery of liquor with premises-based sales 

Providing requirements for delivery of liquor 
and introducing the concept of supply of liquor 

Requiring a regular review of the Responsible 
Service of Alcohol training framework and 
introduce the ability for refresher training 

Introducing a 20-year licence period, with all 
licences to be reviewed at transfer allowing the 
20-year period to re-start 

Removing restrictions on amending existing 
licences and permits 

Introducing an appeal right for changes to 
licence conditions 

What are the proposed licence and permit types? 

What does this mean for current licensees? 

Current licensees will not lose their licence and their current business model will not 
be impacted. Transitional provisions will allow current licence holders seamlessly 
shift onto the new licensing model, while they continue to trade as usual.  

Will this mean anyone can sell liquor? 

No. This is about making the regulation of liquor more appropriate and focussing 
attention on higher risk activities. It will make applications simpler and broaden the 
types of businesses that can be licensed, but tests to ensure applicants are properly 
qualified, such as the fit and proper person test, will remain. 

When will changes commence? 

Work on new legislation and redesign of IT systems has begun, but these are big 
changes that will take some time to work through before they are complete. 

In the meantime, the Liquor and Gaming Branch of Treasury is working on updates 
to processes, forms and education material to help make things easier while 
legislative and system changes are underway. 

 

Proposed new licence types  

Licence  Allows 
Hotel licence  sales for consumption at the venue and pre-packaged takeaway sales 

Club licence  sales for consumption at the venue and pre-packaged takeaway sales 

Sporting Club/Community 
licence 

sales for consumption at the venue/facility 

Packaged liquor licence pre-packaged takeaway sales where the principal activity is to sell 
liquor 

Producer licence  pre-packaged takeaway sales (designed for microbrewery, small 
distillery, cellar door, winery) 

Restricted licence  for either sales for consumption at the venue or pre-packaged 
takeaway sales with the ability to restrict products, location, volume 
and time 

Licence Endorsement examples 

Late night Takeaway sales Outdoor dining 

Retail Onsite consumption  

Proposed Permits 

Retail permit (including recurring events) Community festival or event permit 

Tourism and hospitality event (multi-vendor) permit Music festival or event permit 


